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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

In  the  year  1906  there  were  registered  334  births,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  207  per 
thousand  inhabitants.  This  is  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year  of  2'9. 

There  were  217  deaths  during  the  year,  being  10  less  than  in  the  previous  year 
and  showing  a  death-rate  of  13’5.  This  is  ’6  lower  than  in  1905.  The  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  numbered  32,  shewing  a  death-rate  of  84  per  1,000  births  registered, 
the  same  rate  as  last  year.  There  were  also  7  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district 
which  occurred  away  from  the  district,  in  addition  to  the  number  above.  Of  the  217 
deaths,  109  were  over  65  years  of  age.  There  were  20  deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse, 
14  of  which  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

No  death  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  took  place  during  the  year  in  the 
district. 

There  were  52  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  being  4  more  than  in  1905. 
Of  these,  4  were  Diphtheria,  43  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Typhoid  Fever,  and  4  Erysipelas.  The 
notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  principally  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  the 
disease  at  the  College  at  Framlingham. 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified. 

The  4  cases  were  in  the  following  parishes  :  —1  at  Tunstall,  1  at  Snape  and  2  at 
Framlingham.  The  case  at  Snape  was  caused  by  a  faulty  drain  which  was  remedied; 
the  2  cases  at  Framlingham  were  members  of  a  travelling  company.  I  could  not  trace 
the  cause  of  the  case  at  Tunstall. 

Of  the  43  cases,  26  occurred  at  the  College  at  Framlingham,  and  these  were 
probably  introduced  by  one  of  the  pupils  on  returning  from  a  holiday.  There  were  3 
other  cases  at  Framlingham,  1  at  Farnham  that  was  imported,  4  at  Tunstall  in  the  same 
house  as  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  5  cases  occurred  among  the  school  children  in  the 
contiguous  parishes  of  Rendham,  Benhall  and  Stratford  St.  Andrew,  and  in  these  parishes 
there  were  probably  other  slight  cases  that  were  not  reported.  There  was  one  case  at 
Friston  and  2  cases  at  Eyke  the  causes  of  which  I  was  unable  to  trace. 

There  was  only  1  case.  This  was  at  Hazlewood,  the  patient  returned  from 
London  probably  affected  with  the  disease. 

These  cases  occurred,  2  at  Framlingham,  one  at  Gt.  Glemham,  and  1  at  Swefling. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease. 

There  were  very  few  cases,  and  only  1  death  as  compared  with  7  in  the  year  1905. 
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In  2  parishes  the  schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  this  disease,  Friston 
School  in  July  and  Orford  School  in  September. 

This  was  not  prevalent  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  fatal  case,  and  the  disease  has  not  been  prevalent. 

There  were  13  deaths  registered  from  this,  being  1  less  than  last  year. 

During  the  year  14  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  being  1  less  than  last 
year. 

Of  the  26  samples  of  water  examined,  19  were  found  to  be  fit  for  drinking 
purposes  and  7  were  not  satisfactory. 

Two  cases  were  reported.  In  one  of  these  it  was  found  there  was  sufficient  space 
for  the  occupiers,  and  the  other  case  was  abated. 

A  complaint  was  made  as  to  a  slaughter  house  at  Framlingham  being  too  near 
some  houses.  This  was  remedied  by  the  owner  building  a  new  one  further  away.  When 
the  others  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself  they  were  satisfactory. 

The  common  lodging  house  at  Framlingham  has  been  regularly  inspected. 

House  to  house  inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  throughout 
the  year  and  reports  made  by  him  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  All  the  nuisances 
reported  have  been  abated.  He  reports  that  the  improvement  mentioned  last  year  has 
been  well  maintained.  During  the  year  9  new  houses  have  been  built,  all  fitted  with  earth 
closets,  and  8  new  earth  closets  have  been  substituted  for  vaults,  and  2  new  privies  have 
been  built.  He  also  reports  that  5  new  wells  have  been  sunk  during  the  year,  that  all 
the  dairies  are  kept  very  clean,  that  all  house  drains  are  now  fitted  with  outside 
ventilation,  and  that  several  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  the  cowsheds. 


The  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act. 

I  have  inspected  the  Workshops  twice  during  the  year.  They  were  satisfactory. 

The  greater  part  of  the  workers  ai’e  engaged  in  agriculture  except  in  Framlingham 
and  Orford.  The  District  is  chiefly  villages  and  hamlets. 

The  occupiers  as  a  rule  keep  their  cottages  clean  and  there  is  abundance  of  air¬ 
space  around  them,  except  in  a  few  instances  in  Tunstall  and  one  or  two  of  the  larger 
parishes. 

The  Public  Health  Committee,  before  granting  a  certificate  for  occupation,  satisfy 
themselves  that  proper  privy  accommodation  is  provided,  and  that  there  is  a  supply  of 
good  water. 

In  the  parishes  of  Orford  and  Wickham  Market  there  are  partial  systems  of 
drainage,  and  at  the  town  of  Framlingham  there  are  Sewage  Works.  The  larger  houses 
and  blocks  of  cottages  in  the  other  parishes  have  short  drains,  and  at  other  cottages, 
holes  are  dug  in  the  gardens  for  refuse.  The  privy  vaults  are  kept  in  good  order  by  the 
occupiers,  and  the  house  refuse  is  utilised  on  the  gardens  and  allotments. 

Owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  summer,  the  supplies  of  water  ran  short  in  some 
places,  but  there  was  no  serious  inconvenience.  The  drinking  water  is  mostly  taken 
from  wells  and  is  of  fairly  good  quality. 

During  the  year  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  and  the  shops  used  by  purveyors  of 
milk  have  been  inspected  and  registered  according  to  regulations  adopted  by  the  Rural 
District  Council. 
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These  have  all  been  inspected  twice  during  the  year  and  with  a  single  exception 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

When  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  I  find  a  nuisance  exists,  it  is  reported  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  at  their  ensuing  meeting,  and  in  all  cases  instructions  issued  by 
the  Committee  have  been  carried  out. 

When  an  outbreak  occurs,  it  is  at  once  notified  to  me,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  I  take  every  possible  means  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading.  The  patients  are 
isolated  in  their  homes  as  much  as  possible  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  disinfectants  is 
provided  as  long  as  the  disease  lasts,  and  when  it  terminates,  the  premises  and  clothing 
are  disinfected  by  the  Inspector. 

Herewith  I  append  tables  of  mortality  and  cases  of  disease,  classified  as  to  age, 
locality,  &c. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

( Signed )  J.  CORDY  KEER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 


February  27 th,  1907. 


